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Introduction 

Entomophagy and Entomotherapy are well known in Asia since generations. Unfortunately not much 
work has been done to document valuable Traditional Medicinal Knowledge about Insects. Pankaj 
Oudhia is documenting this knowledge since year 1990. The present note “Traditional medicinal 
knowledge about Cetonid beetle Oxycetonia versicolor Fab. feeding on Brinjal in Chhattisgarh, India.” is 
updated version of his previously published online research document available through 


pankajoudhia.com. 
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Bhata or Brinjal (Solanum melongena) is a well known vegetable crop in Chhattisgarh. It is under cultivation in 
fairly large areas. The natives consume the fruits of Brinjjal as vegetable and use different cooking methods to 
prepare delicious curries fro7m these fruits. Brinjal is also considered as medicinal herb in Chhattisgarh. The 
senior natives and traditional healers have in depth traditional medicinal knowledge about this herb. Many 
insects attack on Brinjal crop and as a result, the vegetable growers use heavy amount of agrochemicals to 
manage these insects. I have mentioned in previous articles that the traditional healers of many parts use the 
insects feeding on Brinjal plants as medicine. The insects collected from organically grown Brinjal crop are only 
used as medicine. During the recently conducted Ethno-Entomological surveys in different parts of Chhattisgarh, 
I have noted that many traditional healers of Bilaspur region use the adults of Cetonid Beetles Oxycetonia 
versicolor as medicine. The healers collect the full fed beetles from Brinjal plants and after killing, dry it in 
shade. After complete drying the beetles are dipped in the leaf decoction of undamaged Brinjal plants. Two 
hours after the dipping, the beetles are dried and converted into powder. This powder is used as medicine. 
According to the traditional healers, the powder possesses valuable analgesic properties. In form of aqueous 
paste, they use it as external remedy in treatment of Headache. The paste is applied on affected parts. Many 
times the healers use this powder in combination with medicinal herbs, in order to increase its effects. Many 
traditional healers consider this powder very useful in treatment of Bavasir (Piles), specially incase of bleeding 
piles. According to them, its application with Blumea lacera leaves stops the bleeding in very less time. The 
healers also add the beetle powder in popular herbal combinations used internally in treatment of many common 
as well as complicated troubles but as traditional secret they are not ready to disclose the formulations. As in 
case of other medical insects, the traditional healers do not consider the beetles collected from chemically grown 
Brinjal fields, suitable for the preparation of medicine. 


The above mentioned traditional medicinal uses of Cetonid beetle feeding on Brinjal herbs have not been 
reported in reference literatures. As these beetles are considered as problematic pest, I am confident that the 
traditional medicinal knowledge about the utilization of this beetle will of great use for the researchers working 
on management aspects. 


New Comments added on June, 2014 


Through recent surveys I have collected information about over 8000 Formulations in which Oxycetonia 
collected from Brinjal is used as important ingredient. These Formulations are used in treatment of different 
diseases. In Rourea, Spondias and Abrus based Formulations it is added as secondary ingredient. These 
Formulations are used in treatment of skin diseases. In Desmodium, Dioscorea and Mimosa based Formulations 
it is added as tertiary ingredient. These Formulations are used for treatment of Pollen Allergy. In Gluta, 
Buchanania and Semecarpus based Formulations of Bastar it is added as quaternary ingredient. These 
Formulations are used in treatment of mouth diseases. In Rhus, Rubia and Sabia based Formulations for 
Habenaria Overdose it is added as senary ingredient. These Formulations are used in treatment of Lichenoid 
Dematitis. In Aesculus, Abrus and Sapindus based Formulations it is added as quinary ingredient. These 
Formulations are used in treatment of Rheumatism. These Formulations are popular among the Healers. The 
Healers of young generation are experimenting with these Formulations and making it stronger. They consider 
the Formulations of less use without this insect. In Shorea, Tectona and Lannea based Formulations for Cissus 
Excess it is added as denary ingredient. For information on complete Formulations and dosage please visit 
pankajoudhia.com 


Thank you very much for reading the article. 
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